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1.  LOCATION 

Section  26-40-1-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  8.  This  location  is  14  miles 
west  of  Lacombe  on  Highway  No.  12  and  on  a branch  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  Lacombe  to  Edmonton  via  Bentley. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,968  feet  Latitude  52/28  Longitude  114/04 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 59.2  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 10.5  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 36.3  degrees  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 14.07  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 40.1  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  - 18.17  inches. 

Note:  Sections  No.  3 and  No.  4 are  taken  from  the  weather  station  at 
Lacombe. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Bentley  district  are  shales  and  sandstone 
which  were  deposited  by  streams  and  deltas.  They  are  fresh  water  origin 
and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  that  area.  The  rocks  are  grouped 
together  by  geologists,  who  call  them  the  Paskapoe  formation  and  who  give 
them  an  early  Tertiary  Age,  which  began  some  fifty  million  years  ago. 
Since  these  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American  continent  has  been 
uplifted,  consequently  the  rocks  have  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of  their 
original  thickness  remains. 

6.  SOIL 

Bentley  lies  in  the  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Soil  Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  horizon 
that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  sub-horizon  is 
brown  to  dark  brown  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually  found  at  24  to  40  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have, 
in  the  surface  foot,  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as  there 
is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should  be 
taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  use  of  fertilizers, 
to  replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen  and  phosphorus,  is  usually  a 
good  investment. 
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Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  crop  rotations  and 
fertilizers,  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  original  site  of  the  village  was  located  one  mile  north  and  was 
called  Oxford.  It  was  soon  moved  to  the  present  site  and  renamed  Bentley 
in  honour  of  an  early  homesteader  in  the  district. 

The  first  settlers  in  the  district  came  from  the  United  States  and  either 
walked,  or  drove  oxen  or  horses  from  Lacombe,  which  was  the  closest 
railroad  station  during  the  years  1888  and  1890. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  village  it  was  decided  to  construct  a power 
plant  and  dam  at  Outlet  Creek,  which  flows  from  Gull  Lake  and  empties 
into  the  Red  River,  A few  of  the  people  opposed  this  power  plant  and  a 
watchman  was  hired  to  protect  this  property.  One  night  while  the  watchman 
was  in  town  for  supplies,  somebody  blew  up  the  dam  and  the  project  was 
discontinued. 

The  first  church  was  built  in  1899  and  was  of  the  Methodist  faith.  A 
school  house  was  built  in  1903. 

In  1906  Bentley  was  incorporated  as  a village.  Disaster  struck  the 
village  in  1916  when  the  entire  south  side  of  the  business  district  was  des- 
troyed by  fire  and  in  1917  the  north  side  of  the  business  block  was  wiped 
out  by  fire. 


The  public  school,  one  of  Bentley's  fine . institutes  of  learning. 
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The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  branch  line  from  Lacombe  to  Edmonton 
reached  Bentley  in  1922  and  the  highway  from  Lacombe  was  gravelled  in 
1930. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Bentley  is  the  centre  of  a mixed  farming  community,  located  in  rolling 
country.  Main  street  is  wide  and  divided  by  a boulevard.  The  residential  streets 
are  boulevarded  and  the  home  owners  take  pride  in  their  vegetable  and 
flower  gardens. 

For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  hunting  and  fishing  in  the  area. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  is  governed  by  a three-man  council.  One  member  is 
elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  Each  year  one  member  is  appointed 
Mayor. 

The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  village  in  accor- 
dance with  the  policies  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  village  hires  one  police  constable. 

Regulations 

The  village  has  a building  and  zoning  by-law.  Plans  for  buildings, 
repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  mu'st  be  approved  by  council, 
after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regu- 
lations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  12  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

1 - 1959  - 150  GPM  pumper  with  900  gallon  water  tank. 

1 - 1948  - 100  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  water  tank. 

1 portable  pump,  400  feet  of  IV2  inch  hose,  crowbars,  axes,  ladders,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells.  There  is  one  reservoir  with  a capacity  cf 
1,000  gallons. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


Land,  100%  of  value 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value 

Business 

Power 

Gas  Line 


1963  Net  Assessment 

$77,830 


584,040 

72,998 

8,330 

5,869 


Total  Assessment  $749,067 


Mill  Rate 


Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 
16  32  4 52  mills 
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13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  village  - 150  acres. 
Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 1 1 acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  - 9 acres. 

Miles  of  Streets,  Roads  and  Lanes 


Asphalt 

Gravel 

Improved  Earth 

Total 

Provincial  Main 

..5 

.5 

1 

Streets  and  roads 

3.5 

3.5 

Lanes 

1.5 

1.5 

Total  Miles 

6.0 

There  are  approximately  2Vfe  miles  of  cement  sidewalks. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 3^2  miles. 

Water  mains  - nil. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  village  under  a franchise 
by  Calgary  Power  Limited. 


Residents  are  proud  of  their  attractive  homes  and  well-kept  lawns  and  gardens. 
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Domestic  Rate 

Availability  - Single  phase  service  for  lighting,  cooking,  domestic 
power  and  other  ordinary  uses  in  private  houses  and  individual  apartments 
or  flats,  through  a single  meter. 

The  minimum  monthly  charge  of  $2.60  gross,  subject  to  a prompt  pay- 
men  discount  of  30c,  making  $2.30  net  per  month,  the  said  minimum  charge 
to  include  payment  for  electric  energy  consumed  up  to  the  first  20  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  used  per  month  - P/2c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  - The  discount  for  prompt  payment  is  the  difference  between 
the  gross  and  the  net  minimum  charge.  The  energy  rates  are  net. 

Connection  charge  - $1.00.  Consumer's  Deposit  - Twice  the  minimum 
monthly  charge  or,  at  the  option  of  the  company,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Re-connections  charge,  twice  the  net  minimum  monthly  charge. 

Commercial  Rate 

Available  for  all  purposes  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 
Demand  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  KVA. 

Energy  Charge  - First  100  KWH  energy  consumption  per  KVA  of  de- 
mand - 5c  per  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  energy  consumption  per  KVA  of  demand  - 1 V^c 
per  KWH. 

"Demand"  is  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery,  expressed 
in  Kilovolt-amperes  (KVA),  during  the  previous  12  months,  and  not  less  than 
one  KVA.  Minimum  charge  is  the  demand  charge  but  not  less  than  the 
domestic  service  minimum  for  the  same  community.  The  above  are  net  rates, 
applicable  to  accounts  paid  within  10  days  of  the  date  rendered.  Net  bills 
are  increased  by  5%  and  not  less  than  30c,  after  the  discount  date. 

Power  Service 

Available  for  three  phase  motors,  X-ray  apparatus  and  welding  trans- 
formers, of  aggregate  rated  capacity  3 HP  or  KVA  and  over.  A demand  charge 
of  $1.00  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  (one  motor  HP  being  considered 
equivalent  to  one  KVA)  together  with  energy  charges  on  the  following  basis: 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3 l/3c  per  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 1 2/3c  per  KWH. 
Minimum  charge,  $3.00  net,  or  demand  charge  if  greater. 

Discount  10%  - 10  days,  based  on  the  dollars  only  of  total  bill. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  local  wells  with  the  majority  of  the  homes 
having  their  own  well  and  having  the  water  pumped  into  the  houses'  water 
systems. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  village  under  a franchise  by  the  North- 
western Utilities  Limited. 
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Rates 


General  Rate  - Available  to  all  customers  - — 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

All  additional  therms  used  per  month  - 5 2/5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  other  than  the  first  20  therms  shall  be  increased  by  3c 
and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 - Optional  — 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  15,500  therms. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month. 

All  therms  - 4c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $20.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  shall  be  increased  by  2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

„ This  rate  is  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  continue 
from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other  party, 
at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice 
of  desire  to  terminate  same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it 
shall  cease  and  determine. 


The  Bentley  Post  Office  serves  a large  rural  area  as  well  as  the  town. 
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18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  2,521  b.t.u.  per  cubic  foot  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50  per  gallon. 

Bulk  - 11c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 1,500  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 

Winter  grade  - 18  2c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 17c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 8,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  Drumheller,  Halkirk,  Alix  and  Breton  coal  fields. 

Prices  Per  Ton  Delivered 

Lump  Egg  Nut 
Drumheller  $15.50  $14.50  $10.00 

Halkirk  $10.50  $ 7.50 

Truckers  pick  up  at  Breton  and  Alix  mines  at  $8.00  per  ton  mine  run. 

21.  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  forage  and  seed  crops,  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  poultry  products,  dairy  products,  honey,  oil  and  natural  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones. 

Municipal 

Village  office  housing  secretary-treasurer,  council  chamber  and  fire- 

hall. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Bentley  Municipal  Hospital  has  accommodation  for  16  beds  and 
7 bassinettes.  The  hospital  is  staffed  by  a Matron,  3 graduate  nurses,  3 part- 
time  nurses,  1 nurse  trainee,  the  secretary-treasurer  and  kitchen  and  laundry 
•employees. 

Rates  - public  wards  per  day: 

Residents  $1.60;  Non-residents  $11.00. 

The  Red  Deer  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  providing  the  following  ser- 
vices: immunization  of  all  school  and  pre-school  children,  examination  of  any 
person  residing  in  the  Health  Unit  district,  pre-natal  and  post-natal  care, 
inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 

Other  Health  Services 

1 doctor,  1 drug  store. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Barber  1 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  branch  line  from  Lacombe  to  Edmonton  via 
Bentley. 

Canadian  Coachways  - daily  service  east  and  west. 

Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton  and  Red  Deer. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Nil. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph,  Post 
Office,  Nearest  radio  stations:  Lacombe  CBX,  Red  Deer  CKRD;  nearest  TV 
station,  Red  Deer  CHCA. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rate  Licensed 

Bentley  20  $2.00  Yes 

30.  MOTELS 

Nil. 

Trailer  Court 

Park-in-  Trailer  Court  2Vz  miles  west. 


Two  important  businesses  in  an  agricultural  area  - the  cream  receiving  depot 
and  egg  grading  station. 
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31.  CHURCHES 

United,  Roman  Catholic,  Petecostal,  Seventh  Day  Adventist. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Elks,  Royal  Purple,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Canadian  Legion,  Women's 
Auxiliary  of  Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Hospital  Auxiliary. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society,  Home  and  School  Association,  Women's  Church 
Organizaitons. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  village  schools  are  a unit  of  the  County  of  Lacombe  No.  14.  Grades 
1 to  12  are  taught,  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  drama,  art, 
music,  home  economics  and  shop.  There  are  eight  school  buses  which  trans- 
port the  rural  students  to  the  village  school. 


The  school  population  is 

made  up  as  follows: 

Grade 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

12 

277 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

7 

146 

Senior  High 

10  - 12 

8 

106 

35. 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Elks  and  Legion  Hall 

150 

no 

yes 

Community  Hall 

500 

yes 

yes 

36. 

CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Bentley  Library  is  a branch  of  the  Parkland  Community  Library 
and  is  open  every  day  during  school  hours.  There  are  approximately  5,000 
volumes  in  the  library. 

Other  Activities 

Bentley  Band,  art,  drama  and  music  taught  at  the  school. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  4-H  Clubs. 

Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  Explorers,  4-H  Clubs. 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  curling,  baseball,  badminton,  softball. 

Sports  Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink.,  four  sheets  of  natural  ice,  open  air  hockey  and 
skating  rink,  baseball  diamond,  playgrounds,  school  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Sports  day  only. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Livestock  Co-operative, 
Seed  Cleaning  Plant. 
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42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Banks  .. 1 — — 

Barbers  1 — — • — 

Blacksmith  1 1 — 1 1 

Butchers  1 — — 1 

Cartage  Delivery  1 — — — 

Coal  Dealer  2 — — 2 

Cold  Storage  Locker  1 — — 1 

Creameries  1111 

Doctors  L, 1 — — — 

Drug  Store  1 — — 1 

Electrical  Appliances  ..  1 — — 1 

Electrical  Contractor  ..  1 — — — 

Garage  and 

Service  Station  4 — — 4 

General  Stores  3 — — 3 

Grain  Elevators  2 (total  cap. 

186,000  bus.) 

Hardware  3 — — 3 

Hotels  1 — — — 


2 m „ 

3 tn  _ m 

n :i  ci  . 

ii  ii  i _ 

Is  si  ii  i i 

m n .it  > © 

H W A.  2 > « 

Implements  (farm)  3 — — 3 

Insurance  and 

Real  Estate  1 — ■ — — 

Laundry  (coin  wash)  ..  1 — — • — 

Livestock  Buyers  2 — — — 

Lumber  Yard  1 — 1 1 

Milk  Distributors:.. 1 — 11 

Oil  Distributors  2 — 2 — 

Pool  Hall  1 — — — 

Propane  Gas 

Distributors  1 — 11 

Radio  & TV  Repairs  1 — — — 

Restaurants  2 — — — 

Seed  Cleaning  Ill  — 

Variety  Store  1 — — 1 

Welding  and 

Machine  Shop  1 1 — 1 


43.  SITES 

Industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased  from  the  village 
or  private  owners  at  a reasonable  price. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

A diversified  type  of  farming  is  carried  on  in  the  Bentley  district,  the 
approximate  percentage  of  cash  farm  income  from  major  enterprises  are: 
grain  40  percent,  cattle  34  percent,  hogs  14  percent,  dairying  6.5  percent 
and  others  5.5  percent.  The  mixed  black  and  transition  soils  in  the  Bentley  area 
results  in  wide  differences  in  the  size  and  type  of  farming  operations.  The 
average  size  farm  in  the  district  is  400  acres  of  which  300  acres  are  improved. 
The  use  of  the  improved  land  is  — wheat  10  acres,  oats  31  acres,  barley  91 
acres,  feed  crops  35  acres,  summerfallow  52  acres,  pasture  20  acres.  Live- 
stock number  per  farm:  horses  2,  cattle  40,  sheep  3,  hogs  30  and  poultry  107. 
On  an  area  basis  the  size  of  farms  are  below  the  average  for  the  province, 
up  to  239  acres  34  percent,  240  to  759  acres  58  percent,  760  to  1,599  acres  7 
percent  and  1,600  acres  and  up  1 percent.  Eighty  percent  of  all  the  farms  are 
electrified. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 10  miles. 

West  - 10  miles. 

South  - 8 miles. 

East  - 6 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,877. 

Village  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 588. 
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